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Name: ________________________________________  Date: ________________  Block: ________
The Apostrophe

Define It 

The apostrophe is used to form possessives of nouns.  
Forming Possessives of Nouns: Possessives are used to show ownership.  To see if you need to make a possessive, turn the phrase around and make it an "of the..." phrase. 
Understand It
Rules:
Once you've determined whether you need to make a possessive, follow these rules to create one. 

· add 's to the singular form of the word (even if it ends in -s): 
the owner's car 
James's hat   

· add 's to the plural forms that do not end in -s: 
the children's game 
the geese's honking 

· add ' to the end of plural nouns that end in -s: 
houses' roofs 
three friends' letters 

· add 's to the end of compound words: 
my brother-in-law's money 

· add 's to the last noun to show joint possession of an object: 
Todd and Anne's apartment 
For example: 
1. the boy's hat = the hat of the boy 
Because the boy owns the hat, an apostrophe is needed.

2. Mr. Clements’s car = the car of Mr. Clements
Because the name already ends in –s but is singular, the ’s is added after the –s that is already there.
3. the dogs’ barking = the barking of the dogs
Because the action of barking belongs to multiple dogs, only an apostrophe is added after the –s that is already there.
4. Anne and Susan’s project = the project of Anne and Susan
Because both Anne and Susan have ownership of the project, the apostrophe belongs after the second name.
5. her mother-in-law’s house = the house of the mother in law
The ’s goes after the compound noun.
Apply It
Common Mistakes

1. Don't use apostrophes for possessive pronouns. 

*Apostrophes should not be used with possessive pronouns because possessive pronouns already show possession — they don't need an apostrophe. His, her, its, my, yours, ours are all possessive pronouns. 

2. APOSTROPHES ARE NOT USED TO MAKE WORDS PLURAL.  Do not add an apostrophe every time you see the letter ‘s.’

Part I: Read the following pairs of sentences.  Put a check next to the correct one.
1.         _____
A. Chris’ car is going to run out of gas soon.

_____
B. Chris’s car is going to run out of gas soon.

2.  
_____
A. Alex’s books are sitting on his desk.


_____
B. Alex’s book’s are sitting on his’ desk.

3. 
_____
A. The students are watching Alan and Lisa’s presentation quietly.

_____
B. The student’s are watching Alan’s and Lisa’s presentation quietly.
Define It

The apostrophe is used to form possessives of nouns 
Apply It

Part II: Look at the sentences below and decide where apostrophes need to be placed.  Underline the noun that should be possessive, then write it correctly on the line after the sentence.  If the sentence is already correct, write correct on the line.
1. The three girls outfits were exactly the same.


__________________
2. All the kings horses couldn’t put anyone together again.

__________________

3. Mrs. Graves class has done some great projects.


__________________

4. Bob and Joans house has a great pool in the backyard.

__________________

5. The cat is scarfing its food, while her owner watches.

__________________
Part III: On the lines below, write your own sentences that correctly use apostrophes according to the rule provided.

1. (use a singular noun that does NOT end in –s) ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. (use a singular noun that DOES end in –s)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. (use a plural noun that ends in –s)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. (make a compound noun plural)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. (show joint ownership between two people)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________









