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Name: ___________________________________________  Date: __________________  Block: _________
Focus Questions #15, 16, and 17:
The Crucible Unit
Directions: Choose one of these three focus questions to turn into a full five-paragraph essay. Use three vocabulary words in your response.
Focus Question #15: Hawthorne indicates that Parris is overreacting to the scheduled hanging of Rebecca and Proctor because “at every execution [he has] seen naught but high satisfaction in the town.”  What would happen to a townsperson who protested the hangings or appeared dissatisfied in any way with the court’s proceedings and decisions? 


Answer Plan:
   1. Introduce the answer by restating the question.

   2. Write several sentences in which you provide examples of the result of challenging the 
        authorities. As often as possible, use the text to support your claim.

   3. Conclude by predicting what you think will happen.

Notes:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus Question #16: Both Parris and Hale ask Danforth to postpone the executions, but their reasons for wanting a postponement are vastly different. What motivates each one? 

Answer Plan:
   1. Introduce the answer by restating the question.

   2. Write several sentences in which you assert Parris’s reasons for wishing the executions 
        postponed.

   3. Write a sentence or two where you reveal Hale’s motivation.

   4. Conclude with a prediction about whether Danforth will oblige either one.

Notes:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Focus Question #17: Is The Crucible still relevant today?

Answer Plan:
   1. Introduce the answer by restating the question.

   2. Write several sentences giving details prove the play’s relevance to today.

   3. Conclude by comparing the events in the play to a twentieth, or twenty-first century crucible.

Notes:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
