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Name:________________________________________ Date:______________________ Block:____________
Verb Tense Consistency
Define It

There are many different verb tenses; we are going to focus on the 3 most basic verb tenses and then practice keeping a consistent tense.  What are those 3 basic tenses?

     1.)
Past




2.) Present
  


3.) Future
What does it mean to keep the verb tense consistent?   Verb tense has to do with time.  If your sentence starts in the present tense, it should remain in the present tense unless there has been a shift in time.  
Rule A: Do not shift from one tense to another if the time frame for each action is the same.
Understand It
Underline the verbs and label each verb tense – past, present, or future.
1. The ocean contains rich minerals that wash down from rivers and streams.
2. The sky darkened; a breeze sprang up. A low rumble announced the approaching storm.

3. Yesterday we walked to school but later rode the bus home.
Rule B: Do shift tense to indicate a change in time frame from one action to another.
Understand It

Underline the verbs and label each verb tense – past, present, or future.

1. The children love their new tree house, which they built themselves. 
2. Workers are installing extra loudspeakers because the music in tonight's concert will need amplification.
Apply It

Part I: Look at the following pairs of sentences.  Identify which of the two is correct.
1. _____ a) While Barbara put in her contact lenses, the telephone rang.
    _____ b) While Barbara put in her contact lenses, the telephone rings.
2. _____ a) If the club is going to limit its membership, it is going to have to raise its dues.
    _____ b) If the club is going to limit its membership, it had to raise its dues.
3. _____ a) Thousands of people will see the art exhibit by the time it closes.
    _____ b) Thousands of people will see the art exhibit by the time it closed.
4. _____ a) By the time negotiations began, many pessimists will express doubt about them.
    _____ a) By the time negotiations began, many pessimists had expressed doubt about them.
5. _____ a) After Captain James Cook visited Alaska for the third time, he was killed by 


       Hawaiian Islanders in 1779.
    _____ a) After Captain James Cook visited Alaska for the third time, he is killed by 


       Hawaiian Islanders in 1779.
Part II: Write a ‘C’ if the sentence is correct.  If it is incorrect, change the verb or verbs to keep the tense consistent.
1. ____ I was terribly disappointed with my grade because I had studied very hard.
2.  _____ The moderator asked for questions as soon as the speaker has finished.

3.  _____ Everyone hopes the plan would work.

4. _____ Brian wants to show his friends the pictures he takes last summer.
5. _____ The boy insisted that he has paid for the candy bars.

6. _____ Girls who love Twilight usually loves Team Jacob.

7. _____ Basketball teams that play hard in practice played hard in games.

8. _____ The printer that was in the copy room never works.

9. _____ Before you get accepted to college, you needed to fill out an application.

10. _____ The podium she inherited will be rickety. 

Part III: Write five sentences of your own, applying the rules for the tenses indicated.

1. (two verbs in past tense) ___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
2. (two verbs in present tense) _________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
3. (two verbs in future tense) __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
4. (two verbs that change tense) ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
5. (two verbs of your choice) __________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
