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Commas-Coordinating Adjectives

Define It
Coordinating adjectives are two or more adjectives that equally modify a noun. Use a comma to separate coordinating adjectives. If you can put an and or a but between the adjectives, a comma will probably belong there.
Does the sentence make sense if you reverse the adjectives?
Does the sentence make sense if an and or a but is put between the adjectives?
If you answer yes to these questions, then the adjectives are coordinate and should be separated by a comma.

Understand It 
1. He is a tall, distinguished man.
2. I live in a very old, run-down house.

3. She bought a red, fuzzy coat.
4. The large, restless crowd waited for the concert to begin.
5. The audience cheered happily when the pulsating, rhythmic music filled the stadium.
Apply It
Part I: Read the following pairs of sentences.  Identify which of the two is correct.

Look at the following pairs of sentences and identify which is correct.
1.
 a) He was a difficult, stubborn child.
 
b) He was a difficult stubborn child.

2.
a) She wore tight hot pink spandex.


b)  She wore tight, hot pink spandex.
3.
a) She wore a soft, gray shawl.

b) She wore a soft gray shawl.

Part II: Read the following sentences.  In each, underline the coordinating adjectives.  Then, add the commas.
1. The restaurant served plain tasteless soup.
2. The student mapped out his ideas on a wrinkled un-lined piece of paper.

3. She wore a bright bold plaid shirt.

4. A direct conversational tone made the instructions easy to understand.

5. She is an old faithful friend.
Apply It
Part III:  Write five sentences using coordinating adjectives.  Make sure you punctuate each sentence correctly.
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