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Name: ______________________________________  Date: __________________  Block: _______
Contractions

Define It

Apostrophes are used in contractions. A contraction is a word (or set of numbers) in which one or more letters (or numbers) have been omitted or left out. The apostrophe shows this omission. Contractions are common in speaking and in informal writing. To use an apostrophe to create a contraction, place an apostrophe where the omitted letter(s) would go. Here are some examples: 

don't = do not 




I'm = I am 
he'll = he will 





who's = who is 
shouldn't = should not 



didn't = did not 
could've= could have (NOT "could of"!) 

'60 = 1960 
Understand It

1. John didn’t have his homework.

2. Who’s the president?
3. Lauren shouldn’t drive in a snowstorm.

Apply It

Part I: Read the following pairs of sentences. Put a check next to the correct one. 
1. _____ a) It doesn’t matter if you wear jeans or a suit.

_____ b) It dosen’t matter if you wear jeans or a suit.

2. _____ a)  Who’se in charge of this group?
_____ b) Who’s in charge of this group?
3. _____ a) There’s no time like the present to get your work done.

_____ b) Their’s no time like the present to get your work done.

4.   _____ a)  Im in a hurry to get to school this morning.
      _____ b) I’m in a hurry to get to school this morning.

5. _____ a) Their’ not happy.

_____ b) They’re not happy.
Part II: Punctuate the following contractions properly.

1. Anne wouldve studied if she knew there would be a pop quiz.

2. Didnt you go to the mall last weekend?
3. Lauren and Ali arent staying after school on Friday.

4. If John would lock the front door, hed sleep more peacefully.

5. Randy shouldnt worry about the weather.

Part III: Construct five sentences that use contractions properly.
1. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

