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Complex Sentence Fall Review
REVIEW: A complex sentence is made when you join two complete thoughts with a subordinating conjunction. By adding a subordinating conjunction to the front of one of your two complete thoughts, you create a subordinate clause that cannot stand alone. A complex sentence results when that subordinate clause is placed either in front or behind the other complete thought. So, there are two complex sentence patterns:

SC, SV+   and   SV+SC

Pay careful attention to whether or not a comma is needed. If the subordinate clause (the clause that cannot stand alone) comes BEFORE the complete thought, a comma IS needed. If the subordinate clause comes AFTER the complete thought, a comma IS NOT needed.


Become familiar with the following list of the most common subordinating conjunctions so that you can spot them and punctuate them correctly in your writing:
Sample Complex Sentences:
SC, SV+ : Because the students studied all night, they passed the exam.  
                                                                   SC                                     ,     S         V                +

          SV+SC : The students passed the exam because they studied all night.       

                                             S                 V                 +                                  SC     

Write three properly punctuated complex sentences for each of the patterns. Refer to the examples above if you get stuck.
1. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

2. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

3. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

4. SV+SC: ________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________
5. SV+SC: ________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

6. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________
Directions:  Label the pattern in each sentence. Then add punctuation as necessary. 

1.) As soon as I heard the news I rushed straight to the police.
2.) If you give your details to our secretary we will contact you when we have a vacancy.
3.) You may not leave the room unless you have finished your exam.
4.) Many people go to Chicago because there is always plenty to do.
5.) Whenever I see an airplane I want to travel.
6.) The skyline was spectacular as the sun set.
7.) He was reading the paper while she was working in the garden.
8.) Even though the broccoli was covered in cheddar cheese Emily refused to eat it.
9.) Unless Christine finishes her calculus homework she will have to suffer Mr. Nguyen's wrath in class tomorrow.
10.)Tanya did poorly on her history exam  because her best friend Giselle insisted on gossiping during their study session the night before.
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