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Complex Sentence Fall Review
REVIEW: A complex sentence is made when you join two complete thoughts with a subordinating conjunction. By adding a subordinating conjunction to the front of one of your two complete thoughts, you create a subordinate clause that cannot stand alone. A complex sentence results when that subordinate clause is placed either in front or behind the other complete thought. So, there are two complex sentence patterns:

SC, SV+   and   SV+SC

Pay careful attention to whether or not a comma is needed. If the subordinate clause (the clause that cannot stand alone) comes BEFORE the complete thought, a comma IS needed. If the subordinate clause comes AFTER the complete thought, a comma IS NOT needed.


Become familiar with the following list of the most common subordinating conjunctions so that you can spot them and punctuate them correctly in your writing:
Sample Complex Sentences:
SC, SV+ : Because the students studied all night, they passed the exam.  
                                                                   SC                                     ,     S         V                +

          SV+SC : The students passed the exam because they studied all night.       

                                             S                 V                 +                                  SC     

Write three properly punctuated complex sentences for each of the patterns. Refer to the examples above if you get stuck.
1. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

2. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

3. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

4. SV+SC: ________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________
5. SV+SC: ________________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________

6. SC, SV+:_______________________________________________________________________

       __________________________________________________________________________
after		as long as


since		unless


although	because


so that		until


as		before	


though		when


as if		if	


while








